
 

Mark 1:12-13; Matthew 4:1-11 

Pastor Roy Halberg 

→ Let me tell you about a woman who knows about testing . . .  

→ There are lessons for you and me to be found in the story of Jesus’ time of testing: 

 

1. TESTING IS ___________________________________ 

A. It was ________________________________ for Jesus  

→ What does it mean to be "impelled by the Spirit"? 

→This test was clearly God-_______________ and God-_________________ 

1) Preparation by ___________________ for Jesus' coming 

2) Identification with ________________ through baptism 

3) Authentication/approval by __________________ 

4) Launches into ____________________________ 

 

B. The point of testing is to __________________________________________ 

 

C. God always tests those He ______________ 

 

D. Tests are designed to ________________ and _______________ 

→Tests are intended to develop your confidence... 

• in God’s ______________ 

• in God's ______________ 

• in God's ______________ 

 

2. TESTING INVOLVES ________________________ 

 

3. TESTING RESULTS IN _____________________________ 

 

→ So What? Taking It Home! 

1. Evaluate how you ____________________________ 

2. Claim the promise that ___________________________ 

3. Pray and __________________ wrong attitudes and responses;  

_______________ to right attitude and responses 

4. Pray for those ____________________________________ 

 

**George Herbert: “Fractures well cured make us more strong” 

**Martin Luther:  "Three things make the man of God ... prayer, meditation, and temptation" 

**Luis Palau:  "How you handle temptation will determine the success or failure of your whole 

life" 

 LORD JESUS, help me this week to _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 LORD JESUS, help me this week to _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

"Why The Cross?” 
Luke 23:33-49 

Pastor Roy Halberg 
 
 → “What made the death of this one man so significant?” 
 

 

 1. THE WAY TO GOD IS ____________________________________________  
     (“the veil of the temple was torn in two” v45) 
 

 
 
 
 

 2. THE VICTORY ___________________________________________________ 
     ( “and Jesus crying out with a loud voice . . . breathed His last.” v46) 
      cf. John 19:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 3. THE OFFER OF ____________________________________________________  
     (“when the centurion saw what had happened, he began praising God, saying,  

  "Certainly this man was innocent." v47) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SO WHAT?? 
 
 1. Go to God ________________________________________ 
 
 2. Go to Jesus _______________________________________ 
 
 3. Go to others ______________________________________ 
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WHY THE CROSS?

What makes the death of this one 
man so significant?



WHY THE CROSS?

What makes the death of this one 
man so significant?



1. The Way to God is now Wide Open

WHY THE CROSS?









60 feet long x 30 feet high x 2 inches thick

300 priests were required to install it



Hebrews 9:11-15
But when Christ appeared as a high 
priest of the good things to come, He 
entered through the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this 
creation; and not through the blood of 
goats and calves, but through His own 
blood, He entered the holy place once 
for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. 

WHY THE CROSS?



Hebrews 9:11-15
For if the blood of goats and bulls and 
the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those 
who have been defiled, sanctify for the 
cleansing of the flesh, how much more 
will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without blemish to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God?

WHY THE CROSS?



Hebrews 10:19-25
Since therefore, brethren, we have 
confidence to enter the holy place by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way which He inaugurated for us 
through the veil, that is, His flesh, and 
since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a 
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 

WHY THE CROSS?



Hebrews 10:19-25
having our hearts sprinkled clean from 
an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold 
fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful; and let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds, not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and 
all the more, as you see the day 
drawing near. 

WHY THE CROSS?



1. The Way to God is now Wide Open

2. The Victory over sin and death 
has been won

WHY THE CROSS?



1. The Way to God is now Wide Open

2. The Victory over sin and death 
has been won

3. The Offer of Intimacy with God
still stands

WHY THE CROSS?





So What?

1. Go to God with your concerns!

2. Go to Jesus for salvation!

3. Go to Others with the message
of hope and joy!



Down at the cross where my savior died,

Down where for cleansing from sin I cried,

There to my heart was the blood applied;

Glory to His name.

Glory to His Name,

Glory to His Name!

There to my heart was the blood applied,

Glory to His Name.



I am so wondrously saved from sin,

Jesus so sweetly abides within;

There at the cross where he took me in;

Glory to His name.

Glory to His Name,

Glory to His Name!

There to my heart was the blood applied,

Glory to His Name.



O, precious fountain that saves from sin,

I am so glad I have entered in;

There Jesus saves me and keeps me clean;

Glory to His name.

Glory to His Name,

Glory to His Name!

There to my heart was the blood applied,

Glory to His Name.



Come to this fountain so rich and sweet;

Cast your poor soul as the savior’s feet;

Plunge in today and be made complete;

Glory to His name.

Glory to His Name,

Glory to His Name!

There to my heart was the blood applied,

Glory to His Name.


